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STATE FINANCES — AAA CREDIT RATING — TREASURER’S ROLE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.50 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That standing orders be suspended so far as to enable the following motion to be debated forthwith — 

That this house calls on the Premier to dismiss the Treasurer — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will commence again — 

That this house calls on the Premier to dismiss the Treasurer for his inability to manage the state’s 
finances and the resulting loss of Western Australia’s prized AAA credit rating.  

This is an incredibly serious matter, and it is interesting that the Premier thinks it is a joke—that he thinks the 
loss of the AAA credit rating is a joke. Today’s The West Australian has a shameful front page for this 
government and for this state.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It’s a good photo!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier just said it was a good front page, did he? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, it’s a good photo!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier said it is a good front page! That is what we are dealing with here in this 
state—a Premier who thinks this matter is a joke and a Treasurer who is nationally and internationally 
acknowledged as a clown. We have a situation now in Western Australia in which the AAA credit rating was 
lost yesterday. We had a debate on that yesterday afternoon, and this matter is now urgent because this a 
different issue that we have raised today. It is related to the loss of the AAA credit rating, but it is a different 
issue—that is, the fact that there needs to be a consequence. This government lacks a standard in which there is a 
consequence for poor performance. This is a Treasurer who has sat here in that role on two separate occasions. 
Bear in mind that this government has now had five Treasurers in five years. Admittedly, only three people have 
occupied the role, but it is five Treasurers in five years—the member for Vasse, the member for Cottesloe, the 
former member for Bateman, the member for Cottesloe, and then the member for Vasse. That is five Treasurers 
in five years! This is the Treasurer who has occupied the role twice for the longest period of time and has 
presided over the loss of the AAA credit rating. Although the Treasurer and the Premier might think this is a 
joke, it is a serious matter for Western Australia. It is a serious matter for this state and deserves an hour of this 
house’s time to debate the fitness of this Treasurer to occupy the role.  
We will deal with the Coal Industry Superannuation Amendment Bill 2013 this afternoon. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is a motion to suspend standing orders, and as everybody in this house now knows, 
members must make their case to suspend standing orders. In that regard, I make the point that we debated the 
AAA credit rating issue yesterday when it was urgent and we agreed to a debate because it was urgent. What the 
member is proposing today is a joke.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I have a further point of order. The Premier may have a short fuse today, but usually 
three minutes is given to someone to outline their case for the suspension of standing orders. That is exactly what 
the Leader of the Opposition is doing. He is pointing out exactly why this is different from the motion that was 
put yesterday. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: But not urgent. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: And it is urgent. How long is the government going to leave that clown in the spot!  
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, is it a matter of urgency?  

Debate Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I was making the point, Mr Speaker, that the reason this matter is urgent is that it is far 
more urgent than the legislation that the house is dealing with at the moment.  
Mr C.J. Barnett: That is ludicrous!  
The SPEAKER: Premier! 
Mr C.J. Barnett: Is that as good as you can do? 
The SPEAKER: Premier!  
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Mr M. McGOWAN: Whilst the Coal Industry Superannuation Amendment Bill 2013 is an important matter, it 
can be cleared up very quickly. However, this matter to do with the loss of the state’s AAA credit rating deserves 
the attention of the house on a second occasion, and the performance of the Treasurer deserves the attention of 
the house on a second occasion. This is the second most important matter that can be raised in this place. The 
first is a motion of no confidence in the government, and the second is a motion that a minister should be sacked. 
This is the second most important matter that can be raised. It behoves the government to allow it some time to 
at least be discussed. We need to hear a defence from this Premier as to why this man deserves to be the 
Treasurer. This Treasurer has failed in his sacred responsibility to protect the state’s finances. He has failed in 
his sacred responsibility to hold the Premier in check; that is where he has failed.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Premier! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: There needs to be responsibility taken for that failure.  
Mr C.J. Barnett: Lift your game! 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, you were very quick today to throw out the member for Victoria Park, the 
shadow Treasurer, yet the same behaviour by the Premier has not seen him called to order once. I ask you to be 
even-handed.  
The SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you for that point of order. Premier, can you please let the Leader of the 
Opposition finish addressing his motion. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is a Treasurer who has presided over a 44 per cent increase in revenue in the five 
years that this government has been in office. The excuse that the government uses is that suddenly it has all 
changed in Western Australia: people are coming to the state, the economy is vibrant, and there is a requirement 
for capital out there. Nothing has changed. It was exactly the same prior to the election of this government. It 
was exactly the same for four years prior to the election of this government, yet the AAA credit rating was 
retained by a country mile for those four years.  

Point of Order 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, this is clearly not going to the issue of the debate, which is the urgency of the 
motion.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to that point of order, this is getting funnier than a play. It has been less than five 
minutes; it has been interrupted on about three occasions. Perhaps the opposition leader should be given at least 
some reasonable amount of time to outline the case for the urgency, given the shocking state of the finances.  

The SPEAKER: Right. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The government appears very sensitive about this issue. This is an urgent matter that 
deserves the attention of the house if we had a serious Premier and a serious Treasurer. It deserves the attention 
of the house because we have new material to present. In any event, it is apparent that the government will not 
allow this incredibly important issue to be debated in here. It is also apparent that this is a Treasurer who has 
failed, and he has failed in his responsibility on the most major indicator of the competence of a Treasurer in 
Western Australia—that is, whether or not he or she retained the AAA credit rating. That is the number one 
indicator. This Treasurer has failed on that indicator. Sure, he is good at telling jokes. Sure, he is good at putting 
people down. Sure, he is good at doing the numbers inside the Liberal Party. Sure, he is good at running around 
the place buttering up members of the Liberal Party in his ultimate intent, which we all know. But he has failed 
to manage the finances because he regards that as his second responsibility. His first responsibility is to be a 
clown and to make friends amongst his colleagues. His first responsibility ought to be to manage — 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, it is the same point of order. The Leader of the Opposition is making no 
attempt whatsoever to present the case as to why standing orders should be suspended. He is simply making a 
case—a weak one at that.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to that point of order, the Premier is simply making a judgement call that he 
does not want to have this debate. It is not for him to adjudicate on; it is for Mr Speaker. 
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The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, as you well know, you have to now motivate why your motion is 
urgent, but I request you to stick to the urgency of the issue. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I would love to hear an explanation from the Treasurer about how this has taken place; I 
would love to hear an explanation from the Premier. The state deserves that because this Treasurer declined to 
front the cameras today to explain himself. Although the Treasurer declined to front the state’s media to explain 
himself today, he should at least give this Parliament half an hour of his time to explain why, in the 
circumstances of a 44 per cent increase in revenue, a 246 per cent increase in royalties, a 92 per cent increase in 
payroll tax, an economy that has not changed in strength and a rate of population growth that has not changed, 
all since the government arrived in office, he has managed to achieve this outcome. The government always 
comes up with the excuse of the GST share. I admit that it was a shocking deal that the Liberal Party, John 
Howard, Richard Court and Colin Barnett agreed to for this state—I agree. Nothing that has happened in relation 
to the finances of this state is different from what was known about over the past couple of years—nothing is 
different, in fact things are better than were predicted prior to this state election.  

We seek from the government a full explanation of these matters and we also seek an explanation from the 
Premier about why this Treasurer, in light of what has taken place, should continue to hold his office. He holds 
the office of Treasurer, transport minister and fisheries minister. Surely that is all too much for him. Under him 
as transport minister there is the greatest congestion that anyone has ever seen in this state. When he was housing 
minister there was the longest housing waitlist ever seen in this state. As Treasurer, he has lost the state’s AAA 
credit rating. I do not know what his record is as fisheries minister, but I suspect on the basis of what I have just 
outlined, it is not good. All I am saying is that this guy needs to be relieved of the responsibility of Treasurer and 
someone who can do the job needs to assume the role. This is not a laughing matter; it is a serious matter for this 
state. While government members trot in thinking that everything is sweet, losing that AAA credit rating sends a 
message to the rest of the country, to the world, to international investors in this state and to those we borrow 
from that all is not right with the finances of this state. This is an incredibly serious matter and it deserves more 
than one hour of the Parliament’s time to debate, which is what the government gave yesterday. We say to the 
government that it is more important to discuss this matter immediately, now, than the Coal Industry 
Superannuation Amendment Bill, and that is a choice the government has to make. It is the government’s choice, 
but if the government declines to allow this, be it on its head. It would just show that this government does not 
take ministerial standards or competence at all seriously. 

Question to be Put 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [3.03 pm]: I move — 

That the question be now put. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (33) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  
Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  

Noes (17) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.F. McGurk (Teller) 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley  

            

Pairs 
 Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.A. Templeman 
 Mr V.A. Catania Mr W.J. Johnston 
 Mr I.M. Britza Ms J. Farrer 

Question thus passed. 
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Standing Orders Suspension — Motion Resumed 
The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (17) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.F. McGurk (Teller) 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley  

Noes (33) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  
Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  

            

Pairs 
 Dr A.D. Buti Mr R.F. Johnson 
 Mr D.A. Templeman Mr T.K. Waldron 
 Mr W.J. Johnston Mr V.A. Catania 

Question thus negatived.  
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